
               2017 Binghamton Local Regulations and Customs 

Mixed Doubles (18 & Over) Leagues 
               Revised/issued: December 1, 2016                    Latest information available at www.ustastny.info 

Local League Coordinator: Laurie Bailey-Palmer, lbaileypalmer@verizon.net, 607-723-5103 

 
Deadlines:  There are two deadlines to consider for getting your players registered. 

1. Team Formation:  A team shall have a minimum roster (6 players: 3 men, 3 women) registered before the first match.  
2. Player Entry:  A player must be registered on your team before playing in a match. If a player is in the lineup, they 

must be listed in the team roster at the bottom of the scorecard. If not, the match can be played, but the unregistered 
player will Forfeit. No excuses. Contact the Local League Coordinator, Laurie Bailey-Palmer, if you need assistance 
registering a player. No players will be allowed to register for Mixed Doubles Leagues (18 & Over) after April 1, 2017. 

 

Team Players: 

There is a maximum number of sixteen (16) players, and a minimum of 6 players per team. At least 6 players must be 
available if the team advances to Championships. Players must be at least 18 during 2017 to compete in the 18 & Over 
Leagues. All individuals must be members in good standing of the USTA through the date of the National Championship 
for the league (November, 2017). 
 
Players’ ratings are to be taken from the 2016 Year-End NTRP rating list published by USTA. To access ratings: log into 
Tennislink (tennislink.usta.com) and select “Find NTRP Rating”. 
 
All self-rated players must fill out, sign, and turn in the local Player Background History form (found under “Important Links” 
on our website: ustastny.info) to one of the Local League Coordinator before playing their first match. Playing a match 
prior to completing a Background History form will result in a Forfeit of the match played. 

 

Scoring: 

Scoring is the best of 3 tiebreak sets, with a match tie-break (first to 10 by 2) in lieu of a third set.  A set tie-break (first to 7 
by 2) is played at 6-all in the first two sets. A TWO-minute break is allowed between sets and before the match tie-break, 
if any player wants it. No coaching is permitted once a match is begun. 
 
The Leagues will use the Coman Tie-break Procedure. Eastern utilizes this procedure for all Regional and Section 
Championships. In the Coman Procedure, you change ends after the first point and every 4 points thereafter. Note: the 
team serving first in the tiebreak will receive first in the subsequent set. 

 

Matches: 

The captain must be present at every match or must assign another person to act in his/her place to do the following: 

1. Before each match, complete a roster for the match and be sure that all players in the lineup are listed at the bottom.  
Go to www.tennislink.usta.com/leagues; Log into your account and enter the match number under “Stats and 
Standings”; then select the appropriate tab to print a Blank Scorecard. 

2. Each captain is responsible for their players paying court fees to BTC (or hosting club) before going onto the court. 
3. Fill out your team’s side of the roster. Each team should bring their own roster, and the captains shall exchange 

lineups at least 10 minutes prior to the start of the match. The home team captain initiates the lineup exchange and 
assigns matches to the courts. NO changes may be made to the exchanged lineups unless a player suffers an injury 
or illness during warm-up. Warm-ups are limited to 10 minutes, including service practice. 

4. To comply with USTA Eastern Regulations, a 15-min. default rule (including warm-up time) is in effect for all matches. 
Warm-up time is limited to 5 minutes if a player arrives on court 5 minutes after the match’s scheduled start time. In 
addition, we will follow a modified version of the point-penalty system used for all USTA tournaments: up to 5 min. 
late on court/1 game penalty; 5-10 min. late/2 game penalty; 10-15 min. late/3 game penalty; after 15 min. /court 
default. 

5. Forfeits always start at third doubles.  A minimum of 4 players/2 courts must be present to play a legitimate match. If 
your team cannot field sufficient players/courts to constitute a legitimate match, the Captain must contact the 
opposing team’s Captain (and the Local League Coordinator) at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled start time to 
attempt a re-reschedule of the full match. Failure to provide 48 hours notice will result in the defaulting team’s 

http://www.ustastny.info/
mailto:lbaileypalmer@verizon.net


forfeiture of a minimum of one court when the re-scheduled match is played. Both Captains must agree on a date for 
re-scheduling a match – otherwise the Local League Coordinator sets the date. Please note: teams should absolutely 
avoid forfeiting a full match since this may cause team forfeiture of the entire season. Any team that causes an illegal 
(not legitimate) match will not be allowed to advance to any Championships. 

6. If your team must default an individual match (court), call BTC to cancel that court as soon as you are aware of the 
default. If that is done at least two hours before the scheduled match time, there is not a charge.  Otherwise, you owe 
BTC for the court fees if they are unable to rent the court. As a courtesy to the opposing team, please inform the 
opposing team’s Captain (and the league Coordinator) as far in advance of the match as possible. 

7. After the match, BOTH captains are responsible for getting scores entered into Tennislink, and this shall be done 
within 48 hours of match completion. One captain enters all the scores; the other captain must confirm the scores. 
Captains can email the match results to Pressconnects (Binghamton Press) at www.bgmsports@gannett.com, using 
the instructions at BTC’s Main Desk. 

8. Mike Starke has graciously agreed to allow the captains to input the scores into one of the BTC computers. Enter 
scores into the computer before leaving BTC, if at all possible. 

9. Inclement weather: when hazardous travel conditions occur, BTC will close. If weather is questionable, please 
contact the Tennis Center at 607-722-3491; a decision to close will be rendered at least 1 hour before scheduled 
match times. Cancelled matches must be re-scheduled to the earliest possible, mutually-agreeable date.   

10. The Away team brings balls and uses the yellow scorecards on the courts (at BTC only; use home court standards at 
other facilities). Home teams use the white scorecards (at BTC) and are invited to bring light refreshments, but are 
not required to do so. 

11. Local League champion(s) will be determined by the following progression: winner of the most multi-court matches 
wins the league… if a tie: then: the winner of head-to-head competition; then, the loser of fewest sets during the 
entire season; then, finally, the loser of fewest number of games during the entire season wins the league. 

 

2017 Adult League Fees: 

 USTA membership: Single $44 for 1 year, $176 for 5 years; Family $72 for 1 year, $288 for 5 years 
 Local League Team Registration: $20 per player per team.  The registration fee for the Team Captain (or one of the 

co-Captains) will be paid by the Local League 
 BTC Court Fees: $12 per player/per match. 
 The Local League will pay the registration fee for any local team that advances to the Section Championship. 

 

 
 

 

 

The Regions of USTA Eastern 

District, Region, Section Championships: 

 When local competition is complete, the local champion teams advance to District 13 Championships with Syracuse 
Scheduled for May 13, 2017 (tentative), Syracuse. 

 We are in the Western Region with Rochester (District 14) and Buffalo (District 15). Each District’s Champions advance 
to Region Championships. Scheduled for May 20-21, Syracuse. 

 There are 6 Regions in the Eastern Section: Western, Northern, Southern, Long Island, Metro, and New Jersey. Each 
Region’s Champions advance to Section Championships. Scheduled for June 2-4, Central Park, Schenectady. 

 We are in the Eastern Section. There are 17 Sections in the USTA. The Section Champions advance to National 

Championships. (November, 2017: exact dates/sites will be posted on the USTA.com website). 

http://www.bgmsports@gannett.com/

